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Some things to notice: 

The reader treats the student’s work seriously as a text that aims to accomplish something, not just 
as a school assignment.  

The tone is interested and supportive, but the reader doesn’t hold back from serious criticism 
either. She focuses on big picture stuff on this early draft, rather than grammar or style details. 

The reader gives primarily ‘I’ comments, as in “I was really feeling led by your arguments,” or “I was 
confused about….” This gives the student-author valuable insight into their writing while keeping the 
decision-making in their hands. 

 

The reader’s comments are oriented toward the particular kind of writing the student is attempting 
here, rather than generic. This helps the student understand that different kinds of writing have 
different conventions. 
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